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SGA executive gives $400 
to fund Occupy bus 



BY ED VEILLEUX 

Despite walking away empty- 
handed from an October SGA 
board meeting, the Laurentian 
Occupy movement had their wish 
granted in January, when the SGA 
executive handed over $400. 

To SGA board member Tom 
Sutton, the reasoning is clear. 

"I think they gave the money so 
we wouldn't cause a ruckus, rather 
than because they actually wanted 
to support students doing this stuff. 
I think that's the case, and I've been 
told that." 

Charles Wilson, the SGAs 
executive administrator, said 
the money was given to help the 
students involved. 

"I think there was a genuine 
will that these people need some 
support of some type," Wilson said. 
"At the end of the day, they're not 
out to do bad. After such a divisive 
few months, there was some need 
for some healing. At the end of the 
day, they're students too. I think 
that largely drove why the executive 
gave the money. There was a 
genuine will to reach out." 

In October, the SGA board 
voted to give $2,000 for a group of 
individuals to rent a bus and attend 
an Occupy event down in Toronto. 

SGA Senator Mark Mancini 
challenged the act, saying the 
process violated the SGAs 
constitution. 

"The board doesn't just have 
the power to give money to 
organizations,! he said. iThere is 
a process that has to be followed. 
Processes were violated and people 
didn't do their jobs... If I were a 
student on the outside, looking in 
on this and this is my money at 
stake, I'm a little shocked that the 



proper processes were not in place 
to ensure my money was well spent. 
It's unacceptable." 

Mancini's challenge was 
successful, leading to the Occupy 
movement having to get funding 
from other sources. 

In January, the SGA executive 
decided to give $400 to the Occupy 
movement, which is within their 
constitutional power to do, without 
going to the board. 

"The executive, in the 
constitution, actually has power to 
dole out cash to organizations," he 
said. "They have decided to give the 
group $400. The issue I have with 
that is that it wasn't advertised. The 
due diligence of the executive is to 
let the board know they've done 
this." 

Wilson said any thoughts on this 
being a way for the SGA executive 
to take power from the board are 
misguided. 

"The board is the ultimate 
power source, if you will, and are 
in charge of the big picture. This 
wasn't, as some may see it, the 
executive trying to usurp whatever 
authority the board has. This was 
the executive using the power 
given to them by the constitution 
to support a group of students who 
care about a cause." 

After the Occupy movement 
was turned down for money by the 
constitutional challenge, Wilson 
said they would have walked away 
in a bad state. 

"This was a group of students 
that wouldn't have been happy, that 
would have been disenfranchised 
and disillusioned by the SGA. I 
think, in some ways, what the SGA 
did was bring some resolution to 
the issue. They didn't get the whole 
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The SGA office, located in the student centre, is home to the SGA executive. 



funding, but they got some. They 
got a little gift saying even though 
all this stuff is going on, you're still 
part of the organization and you're 
valued by us." 

Sutton said there is a problem 
in the SGA with transparency, and 
that even as a board member, he 
feels kept in the dark over some 
decisions. 

"I don't know what comes up 
in those closed-door discussions. I 
think the board should know, and 
I think the SGA constitution thinks 
we should know too. It's a source of 



frustration. You think you're a team 
and that you can work with people 
in your student organization to get 
stuff done. But, you can't really get 
stuff done if there are these secrets 
and closed doors. It's very difficult." 

For Senator Mancini, the issue 
comes down to whether or not 
the organization is properly using 
student funds. 

"We need to make sure we have 
the policies and processes in place 
to make sure student money is well 
spent." 

Wilson said in conclusion the 



executive's decision was a positive 

and healing one, but that the whole 

incident can be used as a learning 

experience. 

"Everyone could have done 

the whole process better. This 

was something that caught us so 

off-guard. We went so far into 

uncharted waters in this one that 

everyone was surprised by it. Would 

things be done differently? I think 

there isn't a single person involved 

who wouldn't have done things 

differently." 
eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com 
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editorial opinions 



Norovirus outbreak illustrates 
student issues 



An airplane is the last place one 
wants to be after a supposed outbreak 
of Norovirus, especially with people 
who may have contracted the virus. 

Less than 24 hours ago, some of my 
fellow travellers were vomiting in their 
respective toilets, sinks, or whatever 
was available. 

While the general concensus on the 
virus is that one should be symptom 
free for 24-48 hours before returning 
to regular living, that rule was hardly 
possible for many of the students 
who were raped by the Norovirus at 
Canadian University Press' national 
conference on Saturday, and then 
raped by their airlines and hotels, 
among other parties, on Sunday. 

The Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention speaks against the 
24-48 hour rule that was being 
gossiped around at Nash 74. In fact, 
the information they provide suggests 
that people who contract Norovirus 
are contagious from the moment they 
contract the virus until at least three 
days afterwards, if not two weeks. 

Yes, two full weeks. That certainly 
dwarfs in comparison with the hours, 
or in more-conscientious students, 
days, before we boarded plans back 
home. 

The reason most students did not 
stay on the road longer is a common one 
for students - money. While Harbour 




ANDY VEILLEUX 

Towers Hotel and Suites gave students 
one extra night for free, additional 
nights were $75 a night. While that is 
a discount, students could not exactly 
afford to extend their trips. The hotel 
can not be blamed, as their gesture was 
a nice one, but it is certainly difficult 
for students to foot that bill. 

Aside from that, students found it 
difficult to change their airline travel 
plans. At first, airline were remiss to 
allow students to change their tickets. 
Of course, they did not know the extent 
of the outbreak, and were probably 
sceptical of students seeking to alter 
travel plans on a moment's notice. 

Eventually, all major airlines relaxed 
the fees for flight alterations, and 
students were able to postpone flights. 

However, many students had 
already travelled by this point, or were 
not able to pay for longer trips to stay 
away from home. It's expensive enough 



to afford to go on a major trip on a 
student budget - which is far below the 
poverty line - and it's another thing 
entirely to be asked to stay a few more 
days away from home. 

Food became an issue - not just 
for the cost of it - but also with how 
students got food when sick. 

Some delivery places refused to 
deliver to the hotel after the news was 
spread, and would only meet students 
outside the hotel. To add to this, the 
hotel did offer bread to students, but 
at the inflated cost of $3 according 
to Twitter reports. The hotel staff 
never stopped by my door with their 
sales pitch, which is probably a good 
thing. Breakfast stopped functioning 
as routinely as it had prior to the 
outbreak, leaving students with limited 
opportunity to eat inside the hotel, 
despite the unofficial quarantine. 

Considering the number of students 
who became sick, about 156 by my last 
count, it was not like students could go 
pick up food and bring it back to the 
hotels. 

Even the students without symptoms 
were being asked not to leave the hotel. 
Of course, that didn't stop me from 
reprising my Halloween 2011 role as 
Sub-Zero, to venture out to one of my 
favourite restaurants. 

With pizza places not delivering, 
and hotel food being a possible culprit 



of the outbreak, there was not much 
other choice. 

There is a pattern here that students 
should be familiar with: a lack of 
choice. Whether it was financial 
limitations, or pressure from outside 
bodies, students were being herded 
into behaving a certain way. 

'You can go outside, but you should 
not,' we were told. 

'This is not an official quarantine, 
but you should stay in your room.' 

The rhetoric continued for hours, 
and it was difficult to get straight 
answers. On that note, I chose to 
venture out, grab a beer and some 
prime rib, and feel as unlike a sick, 
poor student as I possibly could. 

It worked for a few hours. 

As I made my way back through 

the hotel, the eerie Resident Evil- 

esque feeling crept in. A dead hotel 

in the early evening feels awfully like 

a bad zombie movie, or good zombie 

game. If students felt like zombies, 

it was caused by Norovirus, but the 

poor communication, uncooperative 

airlines, crippling debt, and jaded sense 

of being helpless were also to blame. 
andyv92 @notmail.com 



A 



Lambda Staff and Information 



News Editor 

Ed Veilleux 
eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com 



Assistant Editor 

Ron Guillet 
ronguillet@gmail.com 



General Manager 

V. A. Stranges 
lambda@laurentian.ca 



Financial Director 

Charles Wilson 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Ashley Thomson 
Charles Wilson 
Charlie Andrews 

Erik White 

Ernst Gerhardt 

Janis Goldie 



PRINTER 

McLaren Press 

CIRCULATION 

Lambda circulates 3000 issues throughout the 
City of Greater Sudbury and Laurentian Univer- 
sity Campus. 



Lambda Publications is the bi-weekly 
student newspaper of, by and for the stu- 
dents of Laurentian University. Lambda 
is funded through a direct student levy by 
members of the Students' General Asso- 
ciaton/Association Generale des Etudi- 
antes, yet remains autonomous from all 
university organizations, both student and 
administrative . 



SCE 301 Student Centre 
Laurentian University 
935 Ramsey Lake Road 
Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6 

(705) 673-6548 

lambda@laurentian.ca 

www.thelambda.ca 



Tuesday, January 31, 2012 



Live-In for Literacy raises $4,000 



BY LIANNA PISANI 

It's no surprise that Laurentian 
University students spend plenty of 
time at the library- but how many 
are actually willing to move in? 

Destiny Roy, a third-year 
environmental earth sciences 
student, and McKenna Elsasser, 
a third-year biology student, lived 
in a tent outside the main doors to 
the J.N. Desmarais library for seven 
days between Jan. 20 and 26, as 
participants in Live-In for Literacy. 

The project began in 2006, at 
Queen's University, and has since 
been expanding each year, with the 
aim of promoting the importance 
of literacy. Laurentian is one of 
10 participating universities in 
Canada, and has an individual 
goal of $4,000. The national goal 
of the campaign is looking to raise 
$27,000 going toward building six 
school libraries in India. 

Roy and Elsasser say they have 
been well-supported by both the 
Sudbury community, as well as the 
Laurentian community. 

"It's actually pretty amazing to 
see the Laurentian community and 
how much they've been supportive, 
Elsasser said. "A lot of students 
can't support us monetarily, but 
people we don't even know were 
coming and bringing us food." 

The two say they were visited 
by both students and professors 
throughout the week, and enjoyed 
making new friends. 

Along with visitors and contributors, 
Roy and Elsasser were appreciative of what 
they considered to be their second support 
system: the audience of their live broadcast, 
which displayed on the Live -in for Literacy 
website, www. liveinforliteracy.com, all week. 

The campers were able to attend classes, 
and had organized prior to the event for 
other students to take over their positions 
collecting donations and raising awareness 




Destiny Roy and McKenna Elsasser camp out in the Laurentian library. 



during those times. Also, they were given 
five free minutes per hour during which they 
were allowed to leave for any reason. "If we 
don't leave, we can bank those and say, go 
home to take a shower," explains Roy. 

Camping outside the library for a week 
has been a unique, and rewarding experience 
for both Roy and Elsasser. "You can really 
feel yourself making the difference here and 
it's nice to see that people are happy about 
you doing it," Elsasser says, reflecting on her 



experience. "They're very appreciative... 
When people are coming out of their 
way to bring us home-cooked meals- it's 
heartwarming." 

"Some students have said they look up 
to us, because they don't think they could 
stay here for a whole week themselves," Roy 
adds. 

Both Roy and Elsasser would absolutely 
recommend the experience, and Roy had an 
important piece of advice: "Make sure you 
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get lots of volunteers to help you out." 

Not only were Roy and Elsasser able to 
reach their $4000 goal with the help of the 
Sudbury and Laurentian communities, but 
they exceeded it, raising over $4300. 
lambda@laurentian. ca 



Laurentian plans memorial for students 



BY WILLIE POLL 

On Feb. 3 the Laurentian student body 
is invited to remember Hillary Afelskie, 
Jessica Ghamberland, Keegan Melville and 
Zabrina Rekowski at a Celebration of Life 
honouring each of them. 

This will take place at 2 p.m. in the 
Fraser Auditorium and will be followed by a 
reception at Alumni Hall. 

"The entire University including the 
federated Universities are hosting and 
participating." Denis Mayer, associate vice- 



president of student affairs, said. "We have 
a small planning group for the ceremony 
coordinated by Student Affairs." 

Mayer said the music department will 
provide the music for the event. There will 
be eulogies for all four students presented 
by Laurentian students and an entrance 
procession. Laurentian University President 
and the President of Thorneloe University 
will have remarks as well as the aboriginal 
students and community. There will also 
be a meditation reading and a prayer by 



university chaplains. 

The event will allow friends and 
acquaintances of those lost to gather and 
grieve in a safe environment together. 

"Students are grieving the loss of 
colleagues, friends, room mates and this is an 
opportunity to share feelings, emotions and 
sorrow which is part of the healing process." 
Mayer said. "Most students were not able to 
attend the funerals in Renfrew or Sudbury 
because of transportation or classes so this 
will be an opportunity for them to participate 



in a celebration of life. Faculty and staff 

were also touched by this tragedy and they 

were not able to attend those funerals so this 

ceremony will be helpful to them as well. We 

hope the ceremony will assist the healing 

process and bring comfort, calm and peace 

to all of us who are continuing on without 

four of our students." 
williepoll@hotmail.ca 
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Off-campus student club 
restarts itself on campus 



BY ED VEILLEUX 

After a hiatus of more than a year, an 
organization servicing one of Laurentian's 
largest groups has been reborn. 

The Laurentian Off-Campus Society 
(LOCS) has resurfaced on campus, and 
although they don't have a steady office to 
call their own yet, they are working to make 
the organization prominent again. 

For LOCS president Kirsten Davidson, 
it's a no-brainer that the organization is 
needed on campus. 

"Off-campus students are such a big part 
of the school, they make up approximately 
60 per cent of the entire school. It's 
important for them to feel as if they're a part 
of the school." 

Davidson, a third-year concurrent 
education and sociology student, believes 
that getting involved on campus makes the 
school experience better for students, which 
can be exceptionally hard for off-campus 
students, she said. 

"Although there is some outreach, I feel 
like of-campus students are on their own 
a little bit more, they have to leave it to 
themselves to find facets that they can get 
involved in. It's harder for them to know 
what's going on, as well." 

Knowing that, Davidson says LOCS 
plans to focus more on reaching out than on 
waiting for students to come seek them out. 

SGA senator Mark Mancini says it's 
about time LOCS returns to campus. 

"I think it's great that LOCS is coming 
back. It's about time. The SGA has always 
been concerned with broadening our reach, 
and this takes us in that direction." 

When it comes to the student life, getting 
involved socially is important, Davidson 
stresses, which is why LOCS is such a useful 
organization to have on campus. 



"If you're not involved, you're not as 
engaged in the social life around you. 
Being in school isn't just about doing your 
assignments and your grades. If you don't 
feel like a part of your community, there's a 
disconnect." 

When LOCS folded, Davidson wasn't as 
involved at Laurentian as she is these days 
(she also serves on the SGA board as an off- 
campus representative), so she wasn't aware 
of the quiet demise of the organization at 
the time. 

After asking some questions and 
searching for answers, Davidson found that 
the organization failed for a few reasons fi 
ones she hopes will not be repeated under 
her leadership. 

"There was a lack of engagement 
with students and possibly some poor 
leadership skills." 

The idea to bring back LOCS originated 
during an SGA meeting, Davidson said. 
After speaking with others about the 
history of the organization and its 
potential, she knew it had to come back. 

"Our hope is to have events for the 
remainder of the year so that people 
know LOCS is back. We're ready to make 
noise. And we hope, next year, to come 
back with an even bigger bang and have 
the whole year be a successful one." 

Senator Mancini is also excited about 
the future of LOCS. 

"I'm very optimistic and hopeful about 
what they're going to be doing in the 
coming year." 

LOCS has tentative plans set for a Feb. 
15 event, which will focus on off-campus 
student appreciation. 

"Some students come from as far as 30 
or 40 minutes away (for school], and we 
appreciate the effort they make to even 
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Kirsten Davidson poses in front of the office within the SGA, 
which she uses on a temporary, part-time basis. 



come to school. " 

The appreciation day will feature free 
snacks and warm beverages for students, 
Davidson said. 

"We're glad you're here, here's a coffee 



to get you through the day. It's nothing 

major, but it will let people know we're 

back." 
eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com 



Galvin chosen as director of architecture school 



BY KALLIE BERENS 

After what was described as 
a "global search" by Laurentian 
University, a director for the 
school of architecture has been 
appointed. 

On Jan. 15, Laurentian 
University President Dominic 
Giroux announced that Dr. 
Terrance Galvin will be the school 
of architecture's first director. 

Originally from Toronto, 
Galvin has worked in Peru, India, 
Thailand, Mexico, Germany, as 



well as around Canada and the 
United States. 

Most recently, Galvin held the 
role of Director of the School 
of Architecture and professor at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax. 
Galvin has also worked at McGill 
University in Montreal and served 
on architectural boards across 
Canada. 

Galvin announced his " 1 2 -point 
plan" for the school, including 
developing a curriculum that is 
based upon northern building, 



bringing different approaches to 
design culture to Laurentian, the 
downtown area and the whole of 
Sudbury, and to build a respectful 
community. 

Galvin stressed the importance 
of his simplistic point to "be a 
good neighbour that listens," 
indirectly citing past tensions 
between Laurentian, Sudbury's 
city council and the downtown 
farmer's market. 

Galvin also promised that 
the school will never stray from 



Sudbury's local culture, a presence 
especially felt in the downtown 
core. 

Laurentian also announced 
the plan to include two historical 
buildings with the school - the CPR 
Telegraph Office and the CPR 
Freight Shed along Elgin street. 
The buildings, although mostly 
restored, were constructed back in 
1905 and 1912, respectively. 

The school will be built on the 
corner of Elm and Elgin street 
downtown, an area that contains 



numerous parking spots, the 

Market Square building and an 

office building that currently holds 

two businesses. 

The Laurentian School of 

Architecture is scheduled to open 

September 2013. The building, to 

be designed by Levitt Goodman 

Architects, will be completed by 

2015 and Laurentian predicts 

having 400 students enrolled by 

2018. 
kallie.berens@gmail.com 
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Charity Ball to help Airbandz 
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Laurentian student Rob Weber, SGA president Charlie Andrews and Laurentian student Mitchell Rogerson pose with Charity Ball 
posters.. 



BY KALLIE BERENS 

On Friday, Feb. 3 the SGA is 
holding its annual charity ball, 
an event that is put on in order 
to raise funds for a not-for-profit 
association in the community 

However, the SGA is organizing 
the charity ball a little differently 
this time. 

"This year, the committee for 
charity ball has felt that the money 
raised should go towards the goal 
put out by Airbandz," said SGA 
president Charlie Andrews. 

Andrews said that the goal 
for Airbandz this year is to 
raise twenty thousand dollars, 
topping last year's contribution of 
seventeen thousand, to go towards 
the Northern Cancer Research 



Foundation. 

In addition to the new 
partnership with Airbandz, 
the charity ball committee also 
collaborated with Laurentian 
University Residence for the first 
time. "Last year it was mainly for 
off-campus students, but this year 
we've engaged the residence to 
bring in more students who live on 
campus," Andrews said. 

This year the charity ball 
also includes a buffet dinner, live 
acoustic entertainment by Amanda 
Rain as well as Laurentian 
students, and live DJs, including 
names such as DJ ALKOLIK, 
StaticXXX and Matty Stylez. 

"We have a lot of talent that 
lives in residence and off campus, 



and they wanted to take advantage 
of the opportunity to come play," 
Andrews said. "They are always 
more than welcome." 

Andrews also credits the SGA 
office co-ordinator Chantale 
Cloutier for being "resourceful" 
regarding stage equipment setup 
and lighting for the event. 

The ball is masquerade- 
themed, and although masks 
aren't mandatory to attend, 
Andrews says that throughout the 
week leading up to the event there 
will be mask making workshops 
held on campus in order to provide 
everyone with the opportunity to 
have a mask. He also hinted that 
there will be prizes for the most 
unique masks of the night. 



Tickets for the event are $15 
a person - "more than fair," said 
Andrews. "If you think about it, 
$15 is what you would normally 
pay for a meal all by itself, but the 
fact is that you're getting so much 
more. Ticket prices last year were 
more expensive and there was no 
dinner last year." 

The event is catered by 
Aramark, and is all ages, but 
Andrews stresses that the SGA will 
be keeping their own pub services, 
"so we can keep our prices 
affordable." 

The ball itself will take place in 
the Great Hall, right on campus. 

The charity ball will be open to 
everyone, not just SGA members. 

"We just want a lot of people 



to come, have a good time with 

some good food, and support 

raising funds for the Northern 

Cancer Research Foundation," 

said Andrews. 

Tickets are on sale in the SGA 

office and Flower Towne, located 

at 1812 Lasalle Blvd. According 

to the event's Facebook page, 

groups of ten can contact the 

SGA and receive a $25 discount 

on the group's total amount. 

Tickets can be reserved in advance 

as well. Doors open at 7 p.m.. 

For more information, contact 

Charlie Andrews at sgapresident@ 

laurentian. ca. 
kallie.berens@gmail.com 



Chance to get waxed at Wax-4-WUSC 



BY LIANNA PISANI 

If you have excess body hair you've been 
meaning to get rid of, or simply want to 
support a great cause, you can sign up to 
participate in WAX-4-WUSC. This is the 
third consecutive year Laurentian's WUSC 
committee has put on this event, with hopes 
of bringing awareness both to WUSC, and 
to a specific cause. This year, all donations 
will be given to Bike for AIDS. 

Waxing will take place on March 6, 2012 



(location to be determined), and anyone can 
sign up to be waxed. Those who sign up 
are asked to receive pledges, and can invite 
friends to watch during the actual event. 

Micah Kernan, the vice president of 
WUSC Laurentian, comments that it is 
usually men who sign up to get waxed. "The 
event is comical and entertaining for all 
those watching and participating," she says. 

There will also be a bake sale by donation 
during the event, and numerous prizes, 



including a prize for most money raised, and 
area waxed. 

WUSC Laurentian's goal is to raise 
enough money to purchase at least one 
bicycle-ambulance through Bike for AIDS, 
costing $500. "We would like Laurentian 
students to be aware of the living conditions 
in other countries, and work as a community 
to help develop a more sustainable world," 
says Kernan. "Through Bike for AIDS, 
WUSC Malawi helps community-based 



organizations to increase access to HIV and 

AIDS treatment and outreach programs by 

providing volunteer support workers with 

bicycles and bicycle-ambulances." 

If you would like to sign up to participate 

in WAX-4-WUSC, keep an eye out for the 

information which will be circulating on 

campus in the coming weeks. 
lambda@laurentian.ca 
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Airbandz hits the stage for cancer on Feb.n 



BY WILLIE POLL 

Dream of being a rock star but 
can't actually play an instrument? 
Find yourself dancing around 
your living room singing into a 
hairbrush? Have an uncontrollable 
urge to sing and dance when your 
favourite song comes on? Airbandz 
may be the place for you. 

Airbandz for cancer will be 
taking place on Feb. 1 1 where 
teams will gather to show you 
their rock star talents. The event 
includes eight teams competing 
against each other for the airbandz 
title. 

"Each group puts on a six- 
minute dance routine, it's to a 
mash up of songs, not just one 
song," Andy Rollins, the event 
coordinator, said. "The routines 
are marked on the groups creativity, 
smoothness of the dance, and lip 
synching ability. The team that the 
judges say has the best routine as 
per those three categories wins the 
competition." 

The competition is steep, and 



numerous hours of effort is put 
forth to practice for the big event. 

"It feels like I've put over 
40 hours of practice into and I 
know the other groups feel the 
same way," Kelsey Anthony, a 
competitor, said. 

Rollins is hoping to sell out the 
show at approximately 650 tickets 
with all proceeds going towards 
the Northern Ontario Cancer 
Research Foundation, however the 
event is not the only fundraising 
being done. Numerous Laurentian 
students partake in fundraising 
events such as bake sales, small 
events, and even henna tattooing. 
Many Laurentian students feel 
this is one of Laurentian's largest 
events in residence as it has raised 
over $100,000 over 8 years and 
is planning to raise somewhere 
between 1 5 and 20 thousand more 
this year. 

"By far this is the biggest event 
that Residence puts on, a lot of 
people think it is just a one day 
thing, but there are many days of 



fundraising events that each floor 
in residence puts on," Rollins 
said. "They work hard for weeks 
to raise money for the Northern 
Cancer Research Foundation, not 
to mention the countless hours of 
practice the groups in the show put 
into their routine." 

The event is not only 
entertaining but also supports 
teamwork, dedication, and cancer 
research, said Rollins. 

"Airbandz is a student created, 

organized, and ran event," Rollins 

said. "Each year hours and hours 

of dedication is put forth by solely 

students to have an amazing show 

with amazing dance routines. The 

fact that students can team up to 

make such a successful event, that 

raises so much money for such 

an amazing cause, really says 

something about the dedication, 

and hearts Laurentian students 

have. This is what makes the event 

so special and important to the 

Laurentian Community." 
williepoll@hotmail.ca 
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A Robbie Burns evening 
of tribute 



BY LIANNA PISANI 

On Friday, Jan. 27, Laurentian's 
English department, English 
Arts Society, and the LUminaries 
Reading Series hosted the Robbie 
Burns-inspired Poetry and Prose 
Protest Party. The night of 
tribute brought the protest party 
downtown to the Nickel City Inn, 
with special guests Mark Dunn 
and Elizabeth Creith, and a hall 
packed with students, professors, 
and members of the Sudbury 
community. 

Mark Dunn started off the 
evening with some live music and 
poetry readings themed around 
wars and protest, performing for 
an intent audience. Elizabeth 
Creith, an award-winning writer 
from Northern Ontario, owned 
the stage next, with Scottish- 
appropriate stories about sheep 
and ewes. 

"It was great to see so many 
people come out from all over 
Northern Ontario to share and 
celebrate poetry," Kathleen 
Wolak, a fourth-year English 
student, comments. 



The floor opened up to the 
audience, and a number of guests 
shared what they considered 
evocative protest poetry and prose. 
Rebecca Salazar, of the English 
Arts Society, shared some of her 
own protest poetry, and Sudbury's 
Poet Laureate Roger Nash sang a 
poem for the audience. 

Guests who attended received 
a Scottish surprise before the end 
of the evening. John Adams, the 
Pipe Major of the Laurentian 
University Pipe Band, called 
English professor Dr. Laurence 
Steven a day before the event after 
seeing an article about the event 
in the Sudbury Star. Dr. Steven 
explains, "He offered his services, 
free of charge, as an opportunity 
to promote awareness of the LU 
Pipe Band." Then he adds, "It was 
great to have him there to close the 
evening with some Burns pieces 
and Scottish favourites." 

The evening was filled with the 

memory of Robbie Burns, and a 

sense of community, rendering it a 

success. 
lambda@laurentian.ca 



Tony Lee hypnotizes students 
in X-rated show 



BY WILLIE POLL 

Laurentian brought in special 
guest Tony Lee to perform is 
X-rated hypnotism show along 
with opening comedy act Randy 
Komi on Jan. 21. 

The event was organized and 
put together by fourth year SPAD 
students to raise money for fourth 
year SPAD field trips. 

During the show numerous 
Laurentian students were brought 
on stage, hypnotized and asked to 
do a variety of things to make the 
audience laugh. The show went 
from convincing the contestants 
that they had pet sheep that 
were being brutally murdered to 
convincing the male participants 
that they were female strippers. 

Hypnotism has been debated 
about numerous times on its 
authenticity and capabilities, 
however many of the participants 
claimed that they were entirely 



hypnotized. 

"It felt weird, hard to explain 
really," Dylan Bakuis, a contestant, 
said. "Kind of like I was being told 
to do something and was almost 
unable to refuse. Yes, it was real. 
I would have to be so dumb to 
do half that stuff without being 
hypnotized." 

Bakuis confessed that during 
the show he didn't remember a 
thing until he walked outside. 

I didn't remember at first, but 
once I got outside it was so weird," 
Bakuis said. "Everything just hit 
me like a flash and I was laughing 
so hard I fell to the ground." 

The contestants claimed they 
were experiencing what Lee was 
saying. 

"It was weird, everything just 
seemed so real" Bakuis said. 
"I guessed I just reacted how I 
would've normally if the situations 



were real. For example, I shouted 
out 'What is this magic?' when he 
took the sheep away magically. It 
was fucked up to see teleporting 
sheep." 

The show has been described 
as quite entertaining and hilarious. 
Laurentian students enjoyed 
watching their peers make idiots of 
themselves while being completely 
unaware to what they were doing. 

"I died laughing, the part 

where they were acting like third 

grade kids was hilarious," Rachel 

Weir, an audience member, said. 

"I could not believe how real it 

was, no one knew what they were 

doing, it was crazy." 
williepoll@hotmail.ca 
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La Maschere Laurenziane celebrate 



20 years 



BY NINA NESSETH 

Le Maschere Laurenziane - a student 
theatre group based in Laurentian 
University's Italian Department - is 
celebrating 20 consecutive years of 
stage productions. This year's original 
playscript is aptly titled II tempo vola 
(Time Flies). 

"Because it is our 20 th year, we 
wanted to do something special," said 
Italian Studies professor Diana Iuele- 
Golilli. "In the past we have done staples 
from the traditional Italian canon, we 
have done works by Italian-Canadian 
playwrights, and in the past five years 
we have been writing our own plays 
that are modern and relatable to our 
community. This year we wanted to do 
something even more different." 

In celebration of their 20 th 
anniversary, II tempo vola combines 
film and live theatre to create a 
multimedia experience for its audiences. 
The play takes place in present-day 
Sudbury and follows Matilde Lunetta 
and Tony Mercuri, who unwittingly 
find a time machine in the university's 
science building and travel into the 
past. In their misadventures they travel 
to three different points in the remote 
past and meet iconic figures of Italian 
history and literary tradition. The live- 
action performance and filmed time 
travel sequences combine to form a 
continuous narrative. 

The play-film is written and directed 
by Iuele-Golilli and by Italian Studies 



professor Paul Golilli. Since the play 
takes place in today's Sudbury it was 
felt that it would be important to 
incorporate Italiese ~ a hybrid language 
of Italian and English. 

"We want to reflect the present- 
day Italian community in Sudbury. 
If immigrant parents speak to their 
children in their dialect, the children 
will often answer in English. The 
language has evolved. So, if we 
focused on writing only in traditional 
Italian, it would not be realistic for our 
community," explains Iuele-Golilli. 

While the main characters of II tempo 
vola speak modern-day Italian and 
Italiese, the historical figures that they 
meet speak traditional Italian, which 
leads to hilarious misunderstandings 
and miscommunications. 

The cast features Laurentian 
University students who are studying 
Italian at various levels. The productions 
serve as an opportunity for students who 
are studying the language to apply their 
learning outside of the classroom. 

II tempo vola will run Feb. 3 and 4 at 8 

pm with a 2 pm matinee on Feb. 5 in the 

Ernie Checkeris Theatre at Thorneloe 

University. General admission is $10 

($5 for students and children) and 

tickets are available at the Department 

of Modern Languages and Literature 

office at Laurentian University, as well 

as at the Caruso Club, and D & A Fine 

Meats. For more information, call 705- 

675-1151 ext. 4336. 
nx_nesseth@laurentian.ca 




Photo by Lianna Pisani 

Vanessa Pisani, Krista MacDonald, Romina Cimino and Massimo 
Cimino practice for II tempo vola. 



The Vagina Monologues premieres Feb. 17 



BY NINA NESSETH 

As part of V-Day, a global activist 
movement that seeks to end violence towards 
girls and women, Laurentian University's 
Women's Centre is presenting Eve Ensler's 
iconic work: The Vagina Monologues. 

Ensler first drafted The Vagina 
Monologues in 1996 following interviews 
with over 200 women about their views on 
sex, sexuality, relationships, and violence 
against women. It began as a celebration of 
the vagina and of femininity since, as Ensler 
stated, "Women's empowerment is deeply 
connected to their sexuality", but by 1998 



the piece had transformed into a movement 
to stop violence toward women. 

The monologues tackle a range of 
topics, including love, sex, rape, orgasm, 
menstruation, birth, and female genital 
mutilation. These stories - some light- 
hearted and funny, others dark and upsetting 
- represent the stories women from all walks 
of life and aim not only to raise awareness, 
but to promote female empowerment. 

This production's cast of "vagina 
warriors" - as Ensler herself has coined the 
monologists- includes women of various 
ages, backgrounds, and experiences. 



"I wanted women who were interested 
in performing in the show because they had 
something to say or a story to tell. When we 
put up the audition posters we encouraged 
women of any age or background to 
participate, regardless of acting experience," 
explains director Sam Pitzel. 

"The point of the show is to include all 
women's stories." 

Pitzel also describes the production as a 
means for raising awareness about sexism in 
the everyday: "I think a lot of people don't 
register the issue of sexism anymore. It still 
exists, but it has fallen into the background." 



Proceeds from the performances will 
be donated to the Iris Addiction Recovery 
Centre in Sudbury. This rehabilitation centre 
aims to provide women with the necessary 
tools, support, guidance and encouragement 
to help them lead independent, healthy 
lifestyles. It is also the only centre in 
Sudbury that offers spiritual healing to First 
Nations people. 

The Vagina Monologues will take place 

on Feb. 17 and 18 in the Fraser Auditorium 

at Laurentian University. Performance 

times, ticket prices, and sale locations are to 

be announced. 
nx_nesseth@laurentian.ca 
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Dr. Michael Persinger is Magneto 




BY V.A. STRANGES 

Since 1971, Dr. Michael 
Persinger's tenure at Laurentian 
has been characterized by 
controversy. Motivated by a 
need to train, develop and 
groom students into an army of 
behavioral neuroscientists, the 
award-winning lecturer sometimes 
enacts strange and contentious 
methods to establish his research. 
In 2006 Persinger's laboratory was 
padlocked (with metal! Fools!) and 
his research halted due to concerns 
about ethical animal testing. 
Undeterred, the authoritative 
Persinger doggedly continued his 
project, with fourteen passionate 



graduate students risking their 
own academic careers to form 
a protective sphere around him. 
The result: a TVO Big Ideas 
award for teaching excellence. 
His reputation, his demeanour 
and his ability to be a catalyst 
(magnet?) for controversy have 
made Dr. Persinger an Laurentian 
Universe stalwart. An appearance 
by Persinger can cause a stir in 
a crowded room, and as some 
students could tell you, one 
chilling glare from the silver- 
haired scholar is enough to 
doubt your own assertions. Dr. 
Persinger, the Laurentian Universe 



you, our shadowy self- reflection, 

challenging our convictions. And 

for our part, Lambda is pushing 

to have your Biomolecular 

Sciences Program renamed into 

"Persinger's Program for Gifted 

Youth." Once again, we are proud 

to present this issue's Laurentian 

Universe hero.... Dr. Michael 

Persinger as Magento. 

Disclaimer: No animals 

were harmed in the writing 

of this article. Except for that 

pesky wombat living under the 

printer. Thank you, Wally, I now 

have a great case for my ipad. 
lambda@laurentian.ca 



would be uninspiring without 

Illustration provided by Marvel Comics 

Magneto, although always a controversial figure, is one of the most promi- 
nent figures in the Marvel universe. 
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Denim-on-denim: a fashion 'do' 




BY LIANNA PISANI 

Fashionista: Montana Fleming 
Program: 2nd year of History 
Spotted: LU Bookstore 

Jokes about denim worn with denim 
being considered the tacky "Canadian 
tuxedo" are rampant in the Sudbury 
community So what can be said about 
Montana's rendition of this risky trend? 

Montana shares her secret on how she 
successfully pulls off the denim look. "It 
makes me so sad when I hear people hating 
on denim-on-denim. It's a controversial 
trend but can look so effortlessly cool and 
put together if worn strategically. I think 
the key is to combine different washes to 
avoid looking 'matchy-matchy' (dark wash 
jeans with a light wash jacket is ideal)." 

An effortless cool is certainly the vibe 
given off by Montana's style, a definite 
throwback to Liv Tyler circa 1 995 and her 
grunge-plaid days. "I also love an edgy 
touch, like peter pan collars, high-waisted 
shorts, cut-off tees, and leather pants," 
she adds. Montana pulls the riskiest items 



from recent trends, with style icons like 
Debbie Harry, but manages to combine 
them with skills like that of fashion 
designer Betsey Johnson. 

The most unique, and quite possibly 
edgy, accessories Montana wears are her 
tattoos. Photographed is her recent tattoo 
of the Gryffindor sword (a Harry Potter 
reference), though her wrists each bear 
a Lord of the Rings reference. "Each 
one literally represents my world... I 
guess you could say it's an accessory - a 
very permanent accessory. Tattoos are 
beautiful," Montana comments. 

What gives Montana her great style 
is not a patronage to trends, but her 
confidence in creating a look that comes 
naturally to her own personality. "By no 
means does anyone have to be trendy to 
have great style, but caring about how 
you look is the first step in how you carry 
yourself and eventually how you identify 
yourself," explains Montana. "Defining 
and refining your style eventually becomes 
effortless and says, 'I take life seriously, 
but I'm also here to party'" 



Photo by Lianna Pisani 

Montana Fleming poses for the camera in a denim-on-denim combo. 



CFS addresses students about tuition rebate 



Photo by V.A Stranges 

Nora Loreto from the 
Canadian Federation 
of Students (CFS) talks 
to students about the 
McGuinty government s 
campaign promise of 
tuition rebates. 




LAMBDA.. 
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Ramalho earns valuable experience 




Photo supplied 

Ramalho led the Lady Jags backline in all of its 
games. 



BY RON GUILLET 

After a successful season with 
the Laurentian Lady Vees, it 
appeared Leah-Marie Ramalho 
hadn't kicked her last soccer ball 
on the field, as she was selected 
to represent the Guyana U-20 
National Team. 

"The team had already had 
their try-out camp earlier in the 
summer and pretty much had their 
team picked," recalled the second- 
year Environmental Earth Science 
student. "One of the reps of the 
team came up to me and asked if 
I was of Guyanese descent. I said 
I was and the next day, at one of 
our final games, the national team 
coach was there watching. I guess 
he liked what he saw because after 
the game I was asked if I would 
like to be a member of the U-20 
team. I don't think I could have 
said yes any faster." 

Ramalho, who was the oldest 
player on the team at 19 years 
old, led the backline for Guyana 
in its first three games to reach the 
first stage of the qualifiers round, 
which were all victories against 
Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla 
and the Dominican Republic. 

"I knew a couple of girls who 
I had played against in club but 
for the most part no one really 
knew anyone other than from their 
training camp in the summer," 
Ramalho said. "We had three 



days to bond and learn how to 
play together. Being the oldest, I 
definitely felt old, especially with 
a couple of 15-year-olds on the 
team, but I took the leadership role 
right away. With only four native 
Guyanese on the team, most of 
has had never been to Guyana 
before so it was nice to go through 
that experience with the girls." 

Ramalho's was thankful to 
share her experience with her 
father, who was born in Guyana 
and had not visited since. 

"It was nice to experience that 
with him," Ramalho said. "We 
were also part of something much 
bigger and more important. We 
took our old jerseys, balls, and 
shoes to give to the schools down 
there for their girls' teams. There 
is a big grassroots movement 
to encourage development of 
homegrown talent and this will 
only help them." 

The Guyana Lady Jags lost its 
first game 5-1 to Cuba, its second 
2-1 to Trinidad and Tobago and 
won its final game 1-0 against 
Puerto Rico, but did not qualify 
for the second stage of the U-20 
Women's World Gup Qualifiers. 
Despite the outcome, Ramalho 

"This was an amazing 
experience and I am so thankful 
to have been invited to play for the 
Guyanese U20 National Team," 
Ramalho said. "Being a university 



student I have no idea when or if 
I would ever gotten a chance to 
travel to Cuba, let alone Guyana." 

Ramalho explained that 
the lifestyle there was radically 
different from North America. 

"The whole trip was a complete 
eye opener," Ramalho said. "Being 
a third-world country, the way 
of life down there is completely 
different. The amount of times 
we had to stop for cattle and goats 
on the road was actually comical. 
It even affected our training. One 
day, we had to shoo the goats away 
and practice around piles of goat 
manure because it was the only 
dry field in the area." 

Ramalho thinks her time with 
the Guyana Lady Jags will help 
her develop as a player next season 
with the Lady Vees. 

"For sure I believe that this 

experience will help me with 

the Lady Vees," Ramalho said. 

"The team will have their largest 

returning class of players ever. 

Because of this the coaches have 

very high expectations for us. So 

my hope is that this opportunity 

will help me to do my part in 

what we anticipate to be the most 

successful Lady Vees soccer season. 
ronguillet@gmail.com 



Voyageurs keep on winning 



BY RON GUILLET 

The Laurentian Voyageurs' basketball 
team is surging, winning six out of its last 
seven games, and look primed to host its first 
playoff game since the 2002-03 season. 

The Voyageurs had a weekend 
homestand that had them up against the 
Toronto Varsity Blues and the Ryerson 
Rams. 

Laurentian played the Varsity Blues 
on Friday, Jan. 20, in what was a tightly 
contested affair. Both teams displayed its 
offensive capabilities in the first quarter, but 
Voyageur Manny Pasquale, who finished 
the game with 32 points, single-handedly 
kept his team in the game with 12 points 



in the quarter. The Voyageurs had a more 
balanced attack in the second quarter with 
Georges Serresse, who finished with four 
three-pointers, garnering several of his 18 
points in the game. Laurentian stayed within 
range in the third quarter but struggled to 
get the lead over Toronto. The Voyageurs' 
defensive game remained solid, finishing 
with just eight turnovers, and gave the team 
a chance heading into the fourth quarter. 
Laurentian wasted no time and went on 
a 6-0 run to gain the lead. The Voyageurs 
never looked back from that point and took 
the game 83-77. 

"We played well, out working them in 
key moments tonight, but it certainly wasn't 



the best 40 minutes we could have played," 
Swords said. "Weldon and Hull stepped 
up with some big minutes late in the game 
and Manny really took over offensively. I'm 
happy we picked up the win tonight." 

The Voyageurs then took on the Rams 
on Saturday, Jan.21. Laurentian started the 
game on a similar note as they struggled in 
the first quarter and allowed the Rams to 
get a 18-10 lead. M. Pasquale displayed his 
heroics once again as he netted 12 points 
in the second quarter alone. Pasquale, 
who finished with four three-pointers and 
32 points, led his team in the second half, 
backed by another solid defensive effort, to 
win the game 77-65. 



"It was just an exciting, fun weekend," 
Pasquale said. "We're stringing together 
wins and it changes the mentality of our 
team. They're a talented offensive team and 
we played the best defence we've ever played 
against such a talented team," Pasquale 
said. "We just really needed to stop them 
defensively." 

The Voyageurs played on the road against 
the Ottawa Gee-Gees and won 90-80 on 
Jan.27. They then played the Carleton 
Ravens on Jan. 28 and had their winning- 
streak snapped with a 109-74 loss. 
The Voyageurs next home game is Feb. 1 7 

against the RMC Paladins at 8 p.m. 
ronguillet@gmail.com 
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Rabey's round-up: African Cup 
of Nations kicks off 



BY MATT RABEY 

Already the end of the first 
month of 2012 has conclused 
with several large talking points 
emerging from it in the world of 
sport. The Carling Gup is drawing 
to conclusion, the African Gup of 
Nations is in full swing, a hothead 
from Italy is causing more of a stir 
in the Premier League and once 
again the victors of El Glasico are 
the Catalans. 

Sunday, Feb. 26, will mark the 
final for this year's Carling Cup at 
Wembley Stadium and it will be 
the first time since the 1999-2000 
season that a non-Premier League 
side will feature, Cardiff City. 
Huge underdogs coming into this 
match Cardiff City will be looking 
to cause an upset that has not 
occurred since 1991 when Sheffield 
Wednesday, then outside the top 
flight, won. However, this isn't to 
say that they are without hope as 



they have defeated Crystal Palace, 
a side who defeated Manchester 
United at Old Trafford, to get to 
the final. 

Standing in the way of Cardiff 
and silverware is arguably the most 
successful club in English football, 
Liverpool FC. Liverpool have won 
the League Cup seven times in 
their history and this year looks 
promising to being their eighth. 
Having just defeated top-flight 
leaders Manchester City to reach 
the final, Liverpool will definitely 
think they can defeat a team, which 
has never been in the Premier 
League in their entire history. With 
captain fantastic Steven Gerrard 
back in Daglish's fold Liverpool 
will surely feel as if the cup is 
as good as won. However, last 
season, Arsenal felt subsequently 
relegated Birmingham City were 
far inferior opposition, but it was 
the Gunners that were the ones 



that left Wembley empty handed. 

This year the African Gup 
of Nations, run from Jan. 2 1 to 
Feb. 12, is being hosted by both 
Equatorial Guinea and Gabon. 
So far the tournament has already 
had a few upsets with one of the 
tournament favourite, Senegal, 
seeing an early exit, leaving 
the door for other tournament 
favourite, Ivory Coast, wide open. 
Cote d'lvoire have some of the 
biggest internally know names in 
the sport with the likes of Didier 
Drogba, Gervinho, Salomon 
Kalou and the Toure brothers 
all being regulars in the Premier 
League. At the other end of the 
spectrum is Equatorial Guinea, 
with no large name players on their 
squad and yet they are among the 
first to reach the knockout stages. 
With much of the tournament left, 
there are sure to be many more 
matches of the highest grade in 



the quest for Africa's top team. 

Back in England Manchester 
City still maintain a high level 
of domestic dominance despite 
the fact that they have been 
knocked out of the Carling Gup. 
Yet, this seems to be too much 
for Mario Balotelli to handle as 
he feels that it is necessary to 
maintain this dominance through 
unsportsmanlike and dangerous 
conduct. During the match against 
Tottenham Balotelli, who scored 
the eventual winner, stomped on 
Scott Parker's head without the 
ref 's notice. Balotelli is now facing 
an FA charge and rightly so. This 
is only one more example of the 
Italian's reckless behavior that is 
creating an almost larger than life 
persona of a man you can't keep 
out of the news for all the wrong 
reasons. 

Moving to the continent 
another high profile match was 



decided at the Gamp Nou with 

Barcelona emerging triumphant 

once again. This marks the ninth 

game in a row that Jose Mourinho 

has failed to win at Barcelona, but 

he was most pleased with how his 

team performed on this outing and 

rightly so. Madrid was simply the 

better team and it was a miracle 

that the Catalan outfit are the ones 

to progress to the next round of the 

Gopa del Ray. Especially during 

the second half, Real Madrid 

played an attacking high pressure 

game that should have had them 

emerge as victors, but some very 

one sided calls that had Iker 

Casillas telling the referee "Now 

go and party with Barcelona." 

Party on the coast of Spain indeed, 

but if there is anything to be taken 

from this game is that the time is 

coming when Madrid won't be 

stopped by a few bad calls. 
lambda@laurentian.ca 



Thomas' decision a selfish one 



BY ANDY VEILLEUX 

201 1 Conn Smythe winner, 201 1 Stanley 
Cup winner, 201 1 Vezina winner, 2010 U.S. 
Olympian silver medallist, true underdog 
athlete, and now, selfish, political imbecile. 

This list describes the often-divisive 
figure known as Tim Thomas, although the 
last description is a new one. 

Thomas is one of the best goaltenders in 
the world, and was a large reason the low- 
offense Boston Bruins marched to Stanley 
Gup victory, but his decision to not attend the 
White House for President Barack Obama's 
celebration of the 201 1 Stanley Cup win by 
the Bruins is selfish, and misguided. 

The reason for not attending is murky, 
despite Thomas' statement on his Facebook 
page. 

Besides his poor grammar - which he can 
be forgiven for as he is a goaltender and not 
a copy editor - he does not really provide 
much of an explanation. 

It doesn't take a political science major, 
or a master of logic, to see how misguided 



his arguments are. 

Thomas basically argues that the political 
system is broken at all levels, and is in "direct 
opposition to the Constitution and the 
Founding Fathers [sic] vision for the Federal 
government." He then says it is not about 
politics, because both political parties in 
America are responsible for the situation. 

It is obviously about politics, despite 
Thomas' claim to the contrary, and it is 
widely known that Tim Thomas is a Tea 
Party supporter. His statement supports that 
concept, and there is nothing wrong with 
him supporting a political party. 

While supporting the Tea Party is his own 
business and not wrong, there is something 
wrong with his decision to not attend the 
White House event. 

Sure, it's a huge photo op. Sure, it's 
probably boring to the point of being 
dreadful - though Obama's jokes were 
actually good. 

However, when you are one of two 
American players on the team - and the 



only significant player, sorry Steve Kampfer 
- you attend the event being hosted by your 
home nation. 

If you're willing to be a patriotic ass just 
two years before, when you skate out in a 
U.S. hockey jersey following the winter 
classic, and talk about how amazing it is to 
represent your country, you better be willing 
to attend the White House for an American 
event honouring your team. 

If he truly believes the problems with the 
system are so complete, and wanted to make 
a statement, why not last year? 

I don't believe Thomas adopted these 
views following the 2010 Olympics, 
considering the popularity of the Tea Party 
truly began in 2008, and surged in 2009. 

Why not make a statement when offered 
the U.S. jersey in 2010? The answer is 
simple. 

Thomas is selfish, and wearing the U.S. 
jersey was another achievement for him. 

Thomas, as some might recall, was the 
goalie who changed his equipment colour to 



white amidst trade rumours, and said he was 
playing for himself from there on in. 

At least he's consistent. Don't get me 
wrong, I love Thomas' underdog story. 

Thomas didn't make the NHL as a 
regular until he was in his thirties. He 
travelled the world playing hockey, always 
wanting to make it in the NHL. 

He got his shot, battled the odds, and has 
become one of the best goalies in the world 
because of his personal ambition. 

Wearing his national team's jersey served 
as another notch in his bed-post, so of 
course he accepted. 

Visiting Obama in the White House did 
not count as an achievement for Thomas, so 
it made more sense to express his political 
view then. 

I would love to support Thomas' political 

stance, as I believe athletes are political 

figures too, but this stunt was selfish, idiotic, 

and disgraceful. 
lambda@laurentian.ca 
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SGA letter: Speaker thrills at conference 



By Olivia Coady 

On Thursday January 19th, the 
Canadian Federation of Students 
brought together student unions 
from various Universities in Ontario 
to prepare for the National day of 
action to be held on February the 
1st in Toronto. The conference 
consisted of guest speakers from 
political representatives to student 
activists who were all actively 
engaging with one another to create 
and effect change in the lives of 
students across Canada. 

In particular, guest speaker 
Valentina Latorre had every 
audience member listening intently 
to her presentation. Latorre, 21, is 
the vice-president of the Student 
Federation of the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Chile. She, as well as 
other Chilean students, take to the 
streets of Santiago Chile every week 



as part of a student movement to 
call for better access to education by 
doing various demonstrations such 
as kissing marathons, group chants, 
and even an eight month long relay 
around the Chilean Parliament. 
Sustaining such a movement was 
one of the issues Latorre addressed 
during her presentation. 

Students' General Association 
President Charlie Andrews and I 
sat down with Latorre for a brief 
interview during an evening social 
at the conference to hear more 
of her story and to gain a better 
understanding of what it means to 
fight for an education. 

Latorre and her fellow students 
face countless dangers during their 
protests considering how radical 
their message is in the eyes of the 
Chilean Parliament. "Students often 
get sprayed with gas when standing 



in front of trucks during these 
demonstrations. You have no choice 
but to run and hide in order to 
protect yourself." This description 
of Latorre 's experience reflects the 
many reasons why Chilean students 
and citizens protest for structural 
reform. She described for us the 
current, economic divide in Chile 
and why an access to an education 
is granted to only a select few. "It 
has become very challenging to 
bridge the gap between the rich and 
the poor in Chile. The only way 
to get access to an education is if 
you have money. Only 70% of the 
richest state in Chile will get to go to 
University." 

As Latorre described it, the 
current economic divide in Chile 
exponentially affects a students' 
chance of getting a proper education. 
We sympathized with Latorre as she 



spoke and became curious to know 
what Canadian students can do to 
show our support. "Send letters to 
your government and go deeper 
when it comes to analyzing concepts 
of society and facets of what make 
unity important within our school 
system and within our communities 
of citizens." 

As the vice-president of her 
student federation, Latorre is 
responsible for motivating her 
students to get active and become 
more involved in their educational 
experiences. We thought it might be 
interesting to hear how she does this 
along with some techniques she uses 
to encourage her fellow students. "I 
ask students how much of their life 
goes towards their education. We 
have to look at our schooling day 
by day and revaluate its importance 
within our lives." 



During our studies, it can be 
difficult to remember how fortunate 
we are to be a part of a post- 
secondary institution. Although we 
experience many difficulties when 
it comes to funding our education, 
Canadian students are given many 
opportunities that simply do not 
exist for Chilean students. Imagine 
being denied access to a University 
because of your area code. 

Funding efforts are currently 
in effect to invite Latorre back to 
Canada. She is an inspiration to 
all students worldwide and wish 
her nothing but the best during her 
campaign. 

The SGA is entitled to 
submit a piece every issue for 
the Lambda, if they wish to. 
This is one of those pieces. 
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Thoughts on the inclement weather policy 



HUMOUR BY REMI 
FERGUSON 

The University serves a basically 
adult-like population who is more 
than capable of making adult 
decisions in an adult way without 
the University having to hold their 
hands as if they were a bunch of 
whiney babies. In addition to this, 
a large segment of our full-time 
students are not scaredy cats who 
run crying to their mommies every 
time Jack Frost takes a gigantic 
crap on our roads. The University 
also feels safe in assuming most of 
our students (or at least the ones we 
care about) have dealt with snow 
and ice and icy-snow and snowy- 
ice and therefore understand the 
basic principle of "run on ice, fall 
down go boom". 

In accordance to our 
commitment to one day being 
committed, it is the policy of the 
University to remain open for all 
classes and services no matter what 
the hell the weather is like. If we 
have to be here, so do you. You 
don't think we would rather be 
home in a nice bubble bath sipping 
a cup of hot chocolate with Bailey's 
and those little marshmallows that 
turn to cement if you leave the bag 
open too long? We would, but we 
can't so if we can't take a snow 
day our policy is that nobody gets 
to have the day off. Our policy is 
also, "suck it up buttercup", which 
is in accordance with our "it sucks 
to be you" policy, and is in perfect 
agreement with our "Life's Unfair 
and Then You Die" motto which is 
replacing our "Learning It's In Our 
Nature" motto in a few months. 
FUN FACT: "Learning It's In 
Our Nature just narrowly beat 
out "Arsenic It's In Our Drinking 
Supply" after we received a large 
grant from Vale Inco. 

In those circumstances when 
the University decides to remain 
open during unfavourable weather 
(e.g. snow, ice rain, blizzard, 
white-out conditions, hurricane, 
the Rapture, the Apocalypse, 
Ragnarok) we expect students and 
employees will make every effort 
to report to the University and 
not to whine and moan about it. 
In the event that the unfavourable 
weather prevents you from coming 
to the University you must change 
your Facebook status to "Pussy" 
and immediately move to Florida 
where you will be surrounded by 



other wimps who couldn't cut it in 
a real climate. 

Should extremely severe 
conditions require us to close or 
cancel classes the decision will 
be made through the Office of 



the Vice President of Imaginary 
Things and announced through 
ESP or Owl mail. This is also the 
office that handles lowering tuition 
and parking fees and vampire 
attacks on campus. 



In the event that you have 
risked life and limb to make 
it to University and somehow 
miraculously made it to class but 
found that your instructor is absent 
please refer back to our "It Sucks to 



Be You" policy. Enjoy the weather! 
lambda@laurentian.ca 
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Free pizza and the provincial NDP 



OPINION BY RYAN NEAL 

For those of you that were 
walking around the Great Hall on 
Jan. 23, you may have noticed a 
sign, as I did. 

I don't know about the rest of 
you, but as a poor student a sign like 
"Free Pizza" caught my attention. 
Paid for by the NDP, it said, how 
thoughtful. Just like the NDP, 
looking out for the workingman. I 
walked into the student centre and 
unbeknownst to me this free pizza 
wasn't so free. 

Much like a time-share, there 
was a meeting to attend. Andrea 
Horwath, the leader of the NDP in 
Ontario, was speaking and taking 
questions from anyone willing to 
attend, I didn't read the sign fully, 
it would seem. 

As I stepped into the room I 
felt a tension, maybe it was just 
my natural paranoia or guilty 
thoughts of a dine and dash, but it 
was palpable, to say the least. Just 
past the mixture of grad students, 
professors and the guy I saw last 
night at the Laughing Buddha was 
what I had come for. 

I awkwardly grabbed some 
slices and sat down away from 
everyone and ate. Everything does 
taste better when it's free. 

I decided to stick it out, not 
that I had given myself much of 
a choice, but my first class was 
cancelled and I am also taking 
a Political Science class this 
semester. This could actually work 
out in my favour. I could gain some 
knowledge and who knows, maybe 
I'll get involved in politics after all. 
As delusions of grandeur enter my 
head and I begin to daydream of 
what a glorious career move this 
could be all while patting myself 
on the back. ... he spoke. 

Paul Loewenberg, the NDP 
candidate, stood and opened the 
talk. He thanked everyone for 
coming and encouraged people 
to think and write down questions 
for Mrs. Horwath who would be 
arriving shortly. This wasn't the 
same guy I talked to the previous 
night about the finest of Trappist 
ales from across the sea. He gave 
a small speech explaining who he 
was as, Mrs. Horwath walked in. 
She seemed nicer than I expected. 
As Loewenberg announced her to 
the applause-filled room, the talk 
began. 

The Ontario NDP leader 
began with a very polite hello and 
thanked us all for coming, even 



if it was only for the free pizza... 
busted. Instead of her giving a 
speech about the NDP and all 
the political bashings of the other 
parties, she instead opened the 
floor to us. From then on we heard 
from the faculty and the students 
alike, all with very insightful and 
interesting points about the issues 
and worries they all had, but the 
ones that stuck out most for me 
were the following: 

A Professor of Sociology stood 
and said her name with a smile. 
She started off calmly, but passion 
soon overtook her as she vented 
her frustrations: the loss of Full- 
Time staff without replacement, 
loss of programs, budget issues, 
unstable work hours and the 
growing dissention among faculty 
with the university. My faith in 
Laurentian is wavering. 

Next was a mature student 
named Kevin who talked about 
one of his two daughters, soon to 
be an undergrad at Laurentian 
University. His daughter, as well as 
a lot of kids her age, he explained, 
is very aware of the debt that she 
and her demographic are being 



asked to take on for pursuing a post 
secondary education and the lack 
of faith in a job market upon study 
completion. These kids are aware 
of the issues and they are asking 
themselves - Why go to university? 
Confidence in my recent decision 
is diminishing. 

And then came the most 
damning information I would 
learn all day. The 30% Off Ontario 
Tuition Grant does not apply to 
me! I know I'm not the only one 
to get this email from OSAP but 
I learned very quickly what it 
really was. I re-read the email and 
had to give credit were credit was 
due. They took advantage of my 
laziness, as I didn't read the email 
carefully. I went back and as I read, 
a sentence stuck out "Since you are 
currently receiving OSAP, you'll 
automatically be 'considered'". Ah 
considered as in "thought about 
or decided upon with care". And 
they were careful when creating 
this. It also turns out this more of 
a reimbursement than an actual 
grant. "The devil is in the details" 
as Mrs. Horwath pointedly said. 
This "Grant" for those of you 



L0L--L00K WHAT I RENTED 
FOR THE WEEKEND!!! :-P 




that don't know only applies to the 
following and will not increase to 
match rising tuition fees: You're a 
full-time student at a public college 
or university in Ontario, it's been 
less than four years since you left 
high school, you're in a program 
that you can apply to directly from 
high school, and your parents' 
gross income is $160,000 or less. 

Well I didn't want your "grant" 
anyway Sirs and Madams. Well, 
actually, that is a lie. I did and was 
hoping it would relieve the pressure 
on my food or rent situation. I am 
a bitter man. 

We lastly heard from Grad 
students of several disciplines and 
their disturbing issues ranged from 
diminishing grants to an unstable 
job market in both the public and 
private sectors. The feelings were 



a mixture of un-appreciation and 

uncertainty. "What is keeping me 

in Ontario?" asked a very well 

spoken female graduate student. 

This reality of my future struggles 

was becoming very apparent, so 

much for my glorious political 

career. 

What started out as a free 

lunch for me turned into a cold 

realization. Much to my chagrin, 

I am clearly and embarrassingly 

uninformed, uneducated and 

uninvolved in issues that are 

of serious consequence to me. 

Heed my advice fellow students: 

Get informed, get educated; get 

an opinion and get involved if 

possible and, most importantly, 

vote. This is the power to change. 
lambda@laurentian.ca 




Wye-opening and incredible 
I have learned so muchlE 



Whis has been the single most 

challenging and rewarding 

experience of my life IE 



experience 

Are you ready 
to make a difference? 

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT 

Looking for meaningful summer employment? If you are, Frontier College 

wants you! We are looking for mature, committed and dynamic 

individuals to fill a number of challenging, yet exciting and rewarding 

paid summer positions that are available with our organization: 

• Aboriginal Summer Camp Counsellors : To operate summer camps 
for First Nations children & youth living in isolated northern reserves 

• Labourer-Teachers : To work alongside migrant labourers in farming 
communities and provide them with learning opportunities 

• Reading Tent Coordinators : To operate reading programs for 
children and parents living in low-income urban neighbourhoods 

Frontier College is committed to diversity in the workplace. All interested 

individuals are encouraged to apply. For more details 
on the positions above or for volunteering opportunities, visit our website. 

www.frontiercollege.ca 




Frontier College Is a national, 

volunteer-based, not 

-for-profit, literacy 

organization. Since 1899, 

Frontier College has been 

serving the literacy needs 

of children, adults and 

families living in diverse 

communities across Canada. 



Frontier 

College 




College 

Frontiere 



16 



Tuesday, January 31, 2012 



A UNIQUE 
EXPERIENCE 
FOR OUR 
STUDENTS 




From January 5th to January 
8th, 201 2, six students from the 
Department of Native Studies, at 
the University of Sudbury, joined a 
group of students from Laurentian 
University on a trip to Ottawa for 
the 20th installment of the LU 
Model Parliament. 

As Laurentian is one of only two Canadian 
universities to have the opportunity to hold a 
Model Parliament in the House of Commons, 
enthusiastic students participate each year in 
the simulation of Canadian Government 
for a day. 



The Department of Native Studies helped 
ensure that six of its students could participate 
in this unique experience. They were able 
to explore the democratic process by 
representing The First Peoples National Party 
of Canada (FPNPC). Carolyn Leblanc, a Native 
Studies student, referred to the opportunity to 
represent a political party and be in Parliament 
as "amazing". "Knowing that we were talking 
about things that matter in a place where 
things actually happened was priceless." 

Students heard from guest speakers 
throughout the day, including the Honourable 
Aline Chretien, the Honourable Niel McGraw, 
former Deputy Prime Minister Sheila Copps, 
Sudbury MP GlennThibault, as well as 



representatives from Laurentian University. 
"The experience was completely awe 
inspiring" exclaimed Miss Leblanc. 

The FPNPC was the only political party 
represented that day to successfully pass a Bill 
in the House of Commons. 

Students ended the day by attending a 
reception where both former Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien and Senator Marie Poulin were 
guest speakers. Awards were also presented 
for outstanding performance. Carolyn Leblanc 
received the award for Best Speech. "When 
they were describing the person who had 
won the award, I was looking around the 
room to see who it could be. I didn't imagine 



that I would have been chosen out of all 
those students, most of whom had years of 
experience doing this and were polisci majors. 
I am honoured and deeply touched that they 
saw how much work and passion I put into 
my speech." 

The University of Sudbury and its Department 

of Native Studies are proud of its students and 
congratulate them on the wonderful work 
they accomplished, not only representing a 
political party during the Model Parliament, 
but also for representing the institution and 
the department so well. 
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